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       How far we go 
and how high The 
Gambia flag flies 
depends on how united 
we are and how close 
we work to achieve our 
national goals 
President Barrow

“

“
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  State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia             |

Overview

In this edition of the State House Newsletter, which is also the 7th publication, we bring 
you the strides registered by the government under the leadership of President Barrow, 
despite the challenges the world is grappling with due to the coronavirus pandemic. Even 
though the present reality has become the new normal, the leadership of the country 
swiftly adapted by focusing on consolidating the governance and democratization efforts 
of the President.

This edition equally highlights ratings by world renowned International observers of the 
government’s performance in improving the living standards of ordinary Gambians. These 
range from access to education and other basic services, eradication of corruption, and 
alleviation of poverty. 

With the Barrow government championing the cause for good governance, this edition 
captures the swearing in of key public officials, critical policy decisions at cabinet level 
as well as landmark unprecedented infrastructure developments that the country is 
witnessing in realization of the National Development Plan. 

In the diplomatic front, several global leaders have expressed and provided support to the 
President and the government during the difficult times. It also reports the government’s 
collaboration with international partners in the response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

This edition also looks at the President’s engagements at both global and regional levels 
to provide solutions to the myriad of challenges the world is confronted with. 

Finally, this edition encapsulates the defying of the odds of last year and this year by 
drawing new strength and hope from adjusting to and managing the coronavirus. 

Social Media Platforms:

  @BarrowPresident     @Presidency_GMB

  BarrowPORG      PresidencyGambia

  State House of The Gambia   statehouse.gov.gm
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH HIGH COURT JUDGES
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH JUSTICE AMINA SAHO-CEESAY, JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEAL
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H.E. ADAMA BARROW FLANKED BY DG PROFESSOR JAINABA KAH, (L) AND DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL, SALIMATTA 
TOURAY
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Respecting and Protecting Human rights is a key component of the National Development 
Plan’s 1st priority, ‘Restoring good governance, respect for human rights, the rule of law, and 
empowering citizens through decentralization and local governance ’.

President Barrow has relentlessly pursued the attainment of this goal through strategic and 
institutional reforms since he 
assumed office. One of the 
key strides undertaken by 
his administration was the 
establishment of the National 
Human Rights Commission in 
2017. 

The operationalisation of 
this institution is critical to 
the realisation of a free and 
democratic Gambia where 
the rights of citizens are fully 
protected by the law. The 
Commission’s main function 
includes the investigation, 
promotion and protection of 
human rights in the country.

As part of its quest to foster the current laudable Human Rights situation in The Gambia, the 
Commission led by its Chairman Mr Emanuel Joof held a briefing and a courtesy call on President 
Barrow on July 28th, 2021, at the State House in Banjul.  

Chairman Joof described the current human rights situation in The Gambia as something “we 
should be proud of as a nation,” given the sad recent history of human rights violations. 

Mr Joof added that the work of protecting the rights of people in the country is a “work in 
progress,” noting that there is still more to be done. 
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FORMER NIGERIAN PRESIDENT GOODLUCK JOHNATHAN

PRESIDENT BARROW WITH MR. MOHAMED IBN CHAMBAS
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NIGERIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER MOHAMMED MANU PRESENTS LETTER OF CREDENCE
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MS. FATOU BOM BENSOUDA MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT BARROW

PRESIDENT BARROW WITH MR MAHAMAT SALEH ANNADIF, UNOWAS SPECIAL REP.
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Congratulatory Messages From Foreign Leaders 
On the Occasion of The Gambia’s  56th Independence Anniversary

PRESIDENT BARROW INSPECTING THE GUARD OF HONOUR LED BY LT COL. ABDOULIE JATTA

MS. FATOU BOM BENSOUDA
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From Top Left – Ambassadors of Malaysia, Egypt, Ghana, Austria, Guinea, The Netherlands, Venezuela and Serbia
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From Top Left: Pakistan, India, Portugal, EU 
Ambassador, Russia, Italy, The Kingdom of Spain, 
Belgium and Ivory Coast. 

OIC SG YOUSEF BIN AHMED AL-OTHAIMEEN
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                                  PRESIDENT BARROW WITH DR. BANDAR HAJJAR
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NEW GAMBIAN EMBASSY AND AMBASSADOR’S RESIDENCE IN SAUDI ARABIA

PRESIDENT BARROW WITH STAFF AT THE NEW EMBASSY
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH DR. LASSINA ZERBO



8TH EDITION, JULY 2021 

State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia 22

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 22 
 

 

                           

 

SG NOAH TOURAY RECEIVES RICE DONATED BY THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT
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 PRESIDENT BARROW DECORATED WITH THE ORDER OF THE GRAND COMMANDER OF SIERRA LEONE BY PRESIDENT 
JULIUS MAADA BIO
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From Right to Left: H.E Adama Barrow, President of the Republic of the Gambia, H.E Alpha Conde, President of Guinea, H.E 
Julius Maada Bio, President of Sierra Leone, H.E Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E 
George Weah, President of the Republic of Liberia
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PRESIDENT BARROW JOINS THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 34TH ORDINARY ASSEMBLY OF HEADS
OF STATE OF THE AFRICAN UNION
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AFRICA LEADERS JOINING THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 34TH ORDINARY ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE OF THE AFRICAN 
UNION
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PRESIDENT BARROW DECORATED WITH THE HIGHEST NATION ORDER OF GUINEA

“This visit is the result of decades of trusted partnership, which 
continues to strengthen our cooperation on various fronts.”
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PRESIDENT ALPHA CONDE WELCOMES PRESIDENT BARROW TO THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

PRESIDENT BARROW VISITING OMVG PROJECTS AT KALETA & SOUAPITI DAMS IN GUINEA
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ECOWAS LEADERS 
AT THE 59TH 
ORDINARY SESSION 
IN ACCRA

ECOWAS 
LEADERS AT THE 
59TH ORDINARY 
SESSION IN 
ACCRA
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PRESIDENT BARROW MEETING WITH BANJUL MUSLIM ELDERS ON THE FEAST OF EID-UL-FITR 2021
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H.E PRESIDENT ADAMA BARROW, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA
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PRESIDENT BARROW 
AND FIRST LADY 
PERFORM UMRAH IN 
MECCA
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18TH FEBRUARY 2021 - 56TH INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE AT MCCARTHY SQUARE IN BANJUL 

“How far we go and how high The Gambian flag flies depends 
on how united we are and how closely we work to achieve our 
national goals,     President Barrow.”
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BAINUNKA ASSOCIATION
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FEBWA FEDERATION PRESENT MEDICAL ITEMS TO THE PRESIDENT BARROW
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PRESIDENT BARROW MEETING WITH CHIEFS AND ‘ALKALOUS’ FROM WEST COAST DEVISION



8TH EDITION, JULY 2021 

State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia 42

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 42 
 

 

  

 

 

PRESIDENT BARROW MEETING WITH THE GAMBIAN COMMUNITY IN SIERRA LEONE AND
VISIT TO QCELL FREETOWN HEAD OFFICE
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PRESIDENT BARROW AND GUINEA BISSAU’S PRESIDENT UMARO SISSOCO EMBALÓ

PRESIDENT BARROW MEETS WITH GAMBIA MILITARY OFFICERS ON STUDY TOUR IN GHANA
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                           GENDER PLATFORM – MEMEBERS OF A CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH LATE IGP MAMOUR JOBE
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH MOURNERS AT IMAM DARDOE’S COMPOUND
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PRESIDENT BARROW SPEAKING AT THE UTG 13TH CONVOCATION CEREMONY

UTG 13TH CONVOCATION GRADUATING STUDENTS
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HIGHER EDUCATION RESEARCH 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

University of The Gambia 13th Convocation Ceremony 

Knowledge accumulation and implementation have 
become significant drivers of economic growth and are 
steadily at the heart of a country’s global competitive 
advantage. University education is more than just the 
next step in the learning process; it is an integral part of 
international human growth.

President Adama Barrow extolled the virtues of a university 
in society, saying it helps groom people to become good 
citizens who use their intellect to transform society. H.E. 
Barrow spoke during the 13th Convocation ceremony of 
the University of the Gambia on 27th March, at QCity in 
Bijilo. 

The President said that his Government recognises the 
tremendous progress made in higher education over the 
past few years. The Gambia has a large number of Masters, 
Ph.D. degree holders who live and work both within and 
outside the country. 

University life is expecting to equip students with 
experiences, improved analytical skills, innovative 
thinking, and the opportunity to explore and act on helpful 
knowledge. President Barrow encouraged the young 
graduates to reflect on the meaning of life, its challenges, 
opportunities for successful adult life, and good democratic 
citizenship.

He reassured the graduates and the Gambian population 
in general that education will always be a top priority under 
his administration.

UTG 13TH CONVOCATION GRADUATING STUDENTS
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The European Union (EU) is an important partner ally of His Excellency President Adama Barrow's 
Government over the past years. Cooperation with E.U. member states during this period has also 
remarkably improved. Diplomatic engagements and international collaboration with countries like Germany 
also grew during this time.  

GERMAN MINISTER 
OF ECONOMIC 
CORPORATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT- DR. 
DERHARD MULLER

UTG 13TH CONVOCATION GRADUATING STUDENTS
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PRESIDENT BARROW PRESENTS CHECKS TO NATIONAL SPORTS TEAMS
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The implementation of the power plant is in line with President Barrow’s dedication to speeding 
up the country’s leading infrastructure projects to empower Gambian people through access 
to essential services.

Speaking during the inaugural ceremony, President Barrow said the availability of electricity 
is essential to the country’s economic growth. He expressed that his Government’s target to 
meet the demand for electricity by every household in the country, as outlined in the National 
Development Plan (NDP), is well on course. 
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OMVG TEAM LEAD BY COMMISSIONER ELHADJ LANSANA FOFANA
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STAKEHOLDERS AT THE LAUNCHING OF $80M ROOTS PROJECT

OMVG TEAM LEAD BY COMMISSIONER ELHADJ LANSANA FOFANA
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PRESIDENT BARROW COMMISSIONS KR2 TRACTORS
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PRESIDENT BARROW AT THE OPENING OF THE GCCI TRADE FAIR 2021
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‘It is my primary duty as President and Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces to keep this country 
safe; therefore, let me assure you all that I will 
discharge my responsibilities, both day and night, 
without fear, favour, ill-will or affection.’
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH SENIOR OFFICERS OF THE GAMBIA ARMED FORCES
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PRESIDENT BARROW COMMISSION GPPC PRINTING MACHINE THAT CAN PRINT 20,000 BOOKS PER HOUR
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PRESIDENT BARROW DURING MONITORING TOUR OF THE ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN URR AND CRR
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PRESIDENT TAKING HIS FIRST INOCULATION OF THE ASTRAZENECA COVID-19 VACCINE AT THE STATE HOUSE IN BANJUL
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PRESIDENT BARROW WITH US AMBASSADOR TO THE GAMBIA RICHARD CARL PASCHALL III



8TH EDITION, JULY 2021 

State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia 68

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 68 
 

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 68 
 

SIERRA LEONE MINISTERIAL DELEGATION
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR THE 30KV LAMINKOTO-DIABUGU BATAPA ELECTRICITY LINE
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BARROW LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE FOR THE 39KM ROAD  FROM SANKANDI TO KARANTABA
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PRESIDENT BARROW VISITS WINDSTORM VICTIMS

WORLD BANK COUNTRY DIRECTOR, MR NATHAN BELETE



8TH EDITION, JULY 2021 

State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia 72

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 72 
 

 

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 72 
 

 

FIRST LAST WITH GAMBIAN ARTISTS JIZZLE AND ST

STAKE HOLDERS 
MEETING WITH 
PARTNERS 
AT THE STATE 
HOUSE
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HER EXCELLENCY THE FIRST LADY FATOUMATTA BAH-BARROW AND HER EXCELLENCY MADAM AUXILIA MNAMGAGWA OF 
ZIMBABWE AND OAFLAD VICE PRESIDENT



8TH EDITION, JULY 2021 

State House Newsletter      The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia 74

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 74 
 

 

8TH EDITION, JULY 2021  
 
 

State House Newsletter, The Presidential Newsletter of The Republic of The Gambia     Page 74 
 

 

MERCK FOUNDATION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE OF FIRST LADIES ON COVID-19
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FIRST LADY WITH HER DELEGATION AT THE 2021 AFRICA INVESTMENT FORUM IN TURKEY
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SIGNING OF PARTNERSHIP WITH AL BALSAM INTERNATIONAL

SIGNING OF PARTNERSHIP WITH AL BALSAM INTERNATIONAL
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@Media and Communications Unit 2021

Office of the President
State House, Banjul
The Gambia

Emails: opgambia@op.gov.gm
Media Contact: mcu@op.gov.gm 
Or mcu-op@gmail.com

Social Media Platforms
Facebook: @PresidencyGambia
Twitter: @Presidency_GMB
YouTube: State House of The Gambia
Website: https://www.op.gov.gm

Telephone: +220 4201900

Presidential Social Media Platforms
Facebook: @BarrowPORG
Twitter: @BarrowPresident
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